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Architectural Style Overview
The photos and drawings shown here illustrate the 
architectural styles selected for use throughout the 
Dover Bay Resort Community. 
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CHOOSING AN ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 
Five styles of architectural have been selected for use within the Dover Bay Resort Community, based on 
their characteristics and details, which integrate well with the forms and colors of the natural 
environment. Each style is distinctively appealing and exquisitely crafted with a graceful mixture of 
angles, relief, texture, form and light. 
 
The Architectural Styles to choose from for your Dover Bay home are: 

• Bungalow 

• Cottage/Craftsman 

• Post and Beam & Log 

• Saltbox 

• Shingle & New Shingle.  
  

 
Characterized as “quaint rustication,” these Dover 
Bay architectural styles are open to interpretation 
and can be used to create a home as elegant as an 
estate, simplistic as a cottage or warm and majestic 
as the largest post and beam home. Individual 
interpretation that is consistent with the intent of 
these Design Guidelines, the serene beauty of North 
Idaho mountains and lakes and the expansive spirit 
of the West is encouraged. 
 
Your design may be a direct reflection of one of 
these styles or use compatible and appropriate 
elements from several. 
 
 

 
Styles of architecture not appropriate within the Dover 
Bay Waterfront Resort Community include: French 
Provincial, Colonial, Empire Style, or Neo-Mansard of 
the 1960s, as well as post modern architecture or period 
styles. Mountain “A” frames of the 60s, kit houses, 
prefabricated and metal houses will not be accepted. 

Architecture 

A bungalow style home 

A craftsman style home 
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Architecture 
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BUNGALOW 
The Bungalow began in California, evolving from the Craftsman heritage and evolving with many 
influences, including Japanese architecture, low adobe homes, the Spanish Colonial Style of the 
Southwest, Eastern Shingle Style and log cabin construction. Interpretations of the style are many and 
include everything from Picturesque Lodge Styles in the Catskills and Adirondack mountains of the East 
to Prairie Styles in Chicago to the Patio Bungalow Style found primarily in Southern California. The 
Bungalow Style was so popular after 1905 that it became the first style to be built in quantity by the 
contractor-builder. 
 
At most, the Bungalow had two stories but generally only one. Bungalow lines typically were low and 
simple with a spread out first floor and wide, projecting roof. A large porch was usual and the Bungalow 
is credited with introducing the front stoop, which quickly became a popular place to sit and talk and for 
children to play. 
  
Bungalow Style homes are cottage like, with informal plans and casual details and made with materials 
that suggest a kind of coziness. They are frequently graced with front facing gables that have moderately 
to steeply pitched roofs. 
 

MASSING & SCALE 

• Asymmetrical combinations of pitched 
roof forms, relaying on gables. 

• Asymmetrical placement of windows. 

• Broad large porches, oriented to the 
road and lake. 

ROOFS 

• Various roof pitches of 6:12 to 12:12. 

• Slate, wood and composition. 

• Shed forms are common. 

WINDOWS AND DOORS 

• Vertical proportioned windows with 
muttins. 

• Triple grouping of windows. 

• Bay windows. 

DETAILS AND ORNAMENTATION 

• Change of materials or direction under 
the gables. 

• Rafters (with custom detailed cuts), 
ridge beams and purloins are exposed 
beyond the roof and wall, often 
detailed. 

• Shutters are not commonly used. 
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COTTAGE/CRAFTSMAN 
The American Cottage Style, which originated in the mid 1800s,is truly a romantic style of architecture. 
Originally intended to be nestled into the landscape, the Cottage Style is irregular like the forms of 
nature. While the character of Cottage Style architecture is “true, honest and functional,” this style is 
always picturesque when viewed from various sites. It also affords residents and guests attractive views 
from its windows and porches, and in fact, is credited with giving birth to the American front porch. The 
cottage was intended to be built of natural materials using tans, gray or green to harmonize with the 
earth.  
 
Craftsman Style, also knows as the Arts and Crafts Style, is all about detail. It was Craftsman attention 
to detail that gave rise to a planned “décor” with built-in furniture, stairways, windows, doorways, walls, 
ceilings and floors all constructed in the same carved and polished wooden aesthetic. Redwood, natural 
tile, stone and earth colors were commonly used to create a natural, warm, livable home. 
 
When elements of these two styles are combined, what was once a plain and simple style can become 
architecturally ornate with art glass, oval windows, expanded porches and more intricate millwork. 
 

MASSING & SCALE 

• Asymmetrical and irregular in shape. 

• Frequent use of forward gables. 

• Symmetrical placement of windows 
with muttins. 

• Wrap around porches, focused to road 
and lake. 

ROOFS 

• Steep main roof pitch of 6:12 to 12:12. 

• Shed roof and gable dormers min 4:12. 

• Materials: slate, wood and composition.  

• Large projecting roof forms. 

• Outriggers, beams and king posts at 
gable ends 

• Change of materials or direction under 
gables. 

WINDOWS AND DOORS 

• Articulated windows and doors. 

• Vertical proportioned deep inset 
windows. 

• Grouping of windows vertically 
proportioned is key. 

• Accent windows 

DETAILS AND ORNAMENTATION 

• Columns with battered piers. 

• Wood boxes, shutters, ornamental trim 
rafters (with custom detailed cuts), ridge 
beams and purloins are exposed beyond 
the roof and wall. 

• Strong masonry chimneys. 
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POST AND BEAM & LOG 
Log Style homes are rooted in the 1600s when the Swedes settled along the Delaware River and 
introduced the log cabin. Plain and simple interpretations of the Log Style home became popular in the 
1700s and has experienced renewed popularity in recent years. 
 
Post and Beam construction, or timber framing, is a centuries old building technique that uses solid 
timbers connected by mortise and tenon joints and secured together with oak pegs. Often compared to 
fine furniture, beams are fully exposed to the inside, giving the home the reassuring warmth and 
ambience of wood. In the Western United States, Post and Beam construction took advantage of an 
abundance of timber to create open structures with voluminous great rooms. Subsequently the style has 
progressed to include architectural ornamentation, expanded porches, art glass, oval windows, intricate 
millwork and joinery. 
 
Since design flexibility is the hallmark of a post and beam structure, possibilities are limitless when 
constructing a Post and Beam & Log Style home. While typically the traditional unfinished round log 
systems provided little insulation value, Post and Beam construction combined with modern-day square 
or crescent log siding, log roofs or log accents can create the romantic feeling of a log home and be very 
energy efficient. 
 

MASSING & SCALE 

• Exposed frame of timbers. 

• Exposed log accents. 

• Large, simple and projecting roof forms. 

• Layered and stepping forms. 

• Expansive porches, some screened. 

• Long horizontal ridgelines. 

• Indigenous rock wall foundations. 

ROOFS 

• Steep roof pitch of 5:12 to 12:12. 

• Large deepened overhangs. 

• Wood and composition. 

• Metal is not permitted 

• Large fascias 

WINDOWS AND DOORS 

• Decorative, distinctive and highly 
visible doorways. 

• Balanced distribution of windows. 

• Exposed joinery – King and Queen posts 
at entry. 

DETAILS AND ORNAMENTATION 

• Horizontal and vertical pattern to 
siding. 

• Square hewn timbers and round logs, 
proportionally appropriate, often 
towards oversized. 

• Exposed beams, trusses and columns. 

• Wood boxes, ornamental trim. 

• Strong masonry chimneys and 
foundations. 
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SALTBOX 
The Saltbox Style evolved in the mid 1600s when adding a single-story lean-to shed to the back of a one 
room deep, 1½ to 2 story house was the most practical method of gaining more space. The name comes 
from the resulting shape of the house, which was that of a medieval saltbox. In most Saltboxes, the lean-
to addition was divided into three rooms: a central kitchen with an additional fireplace and oven, a 
pantry, and a room reserved for care during childbirth and illness. The construction of a new fireplace 
and oven, always adjacent to the existing chimney, meant the addition of a new flue. This resulted in a 
“T” shaped chimney.  
 
The Saltbox Style quickly became so popular that the “lean-to” was built as part of the original 
construction with the roofline unbroken from the ridge to the rear wall. Over the next thirty years, this 
simple style developed into a more elegant and comfortable three-bedroom home.  
 

MASSING & SCALE 

• Building groups with connectors and 
common floor plane. 

• Simple forms. 

• Screened porches. 

ROOFS 

• Steep roof pitch 8:12 to 12:12. 

• Minimal roof overhangs. 

• Shed dormers. 

• Accent forms. 

WINDOWS AND DOORS 

• Vertical proportioned windows with 
muttins. 

• Symmetrical groupings and placement. 

• Full bay windows and sun porches. 

DETAILS AND ORNAMENTATION 

• Simple detailing. 

• Built-up fascias and frieze boards. 

• Stone foundations and chimneys. 

• Use of belly boards. 
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SHINGLE & NEW SHINGLE 
In the early 1880s, wealthy Americans sought comfortable, fashionable dwellings as vacation retreats 
away from the cities. It was from this desire that the distinctively American Shingle Style evolved from 
English Queen Anne and Stick Style houses. Rough-cut shingle, left to weather naturally, replaced hung 
tile, expensive stone and decorative woodwork.  
 
In Shingle Style, the living space shaped the frame of the house with the walls and roof totally concealed 
by a “thin skin” of shingles. The style brought new freedom and openness into the American house 
where the interior was opened to provide a new sense of space. Halls were expanded into large and 
informal living rooms and soon became the focal point of activities. Fireplaces became the centerpiece of 
first floor public spaces. 
 
In the mid-1960s, an adaptation of Shingle Style known as New Shingle evolved with two basic forms: 
the gabled and the shed roof structure. This style starts with a relatively simple form and through an 
implosion of forms, adds to it to create spaces that collide together to accommodate individual and site 
requirements. Unpretentious materials like the wood shingle, clapboard, small paned windows and 
vernacular forms like the dormer and the bay window are used. 
 

MASSING & SCALE 

• Asymmetrical combinations of pitched 
roof forms relying on gables. 

• Accent forms. 

• Wrap-around porches focused on the 
street and lake. 

 

ROOFS 

• Steep roof pitch 8:12 to 12:12. 

• Shed dormers, minimum 4:12. 

• Wood and composition. 

WINDOWS AND DOORS 

• Vertical proportioned windows. 

• Asymmetrical placement of windows 
with muttins. 

• Window groupings. 

• Accent windows. 

DETAILS AND ORNAMENTATION 

• Predominance of shingle siding. 

• Built-up fascia and frieze boards. 

• Exposed rafter tails or built-up fascias. 

• Use of belly boards. 
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ARCHITECTURAL CONSIDERATIONS 
After choosing the architectural style(s) for your Dover Bay home, the following architectural 
considerations apply: 

• Roof forms and building massing shall be designed in accordance with the selected architectural 
design style and designed to retain snow. 

• Homes shall be richly detailed with authentic attributes of the selected style. 

• Balconies and porches shall be partially within the fundamental building envelope. 

• Articulation and variation of wall planes is essential. 

• Articulation of interlocking masses is encouraged. 
 
ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 
Accessory buildings or outbuildings are permitted within Dover Bay custom and production home 
neighborhoods, with the provision that all structures meet the setback standards. Structures must 
maintain a 1 or 1½ story profile. The accessory buildings may stand alone or be connected to the main 
dwelling by a breezeway or walled-in porch. The design of all accessory buildings including sheds, 
detached garages, breezeways, guest houses and greenhouses should reflect the selected architectural 
style(s) and be structurally and visually compatible with the adjoining residential architecture. City of 
Dover Zoning Ordinances govern the use of these buildings.  
 
Prefabricated structures such as garden sheds or metal carports are not permitted. Temporary structures 
such as snap-frame and tension carports are not permitted without DRB approval.  

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS  
Many single-family homesites in Dover Bay allow for a primary and accessory unit, such as a mother-in-
law apartment, guest cottage or studio, to be built as a single-fee simple-ownership containing both 
structures. Planning Areas likely to have homesites of substantial size that might accommodate an 
accessory structure are:  

• Sunset Saddle Estates (PA 1A) 

• Bayside South (PA 6B) 

• Riverside (PA 7) 

• Dover Point (PA 8) 

• Sandy Beach (PA 9) 
 
Where allowed, an accessory unit must comply with City of Dover Zoning Ordinances and will require a 
special use permit. It must be consistent with the architecture of the primary unit. Off-street parking 
must be provided. The unit may not be subsequently subdivided or transferred to a separate ownership. 
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GARAGES 

Garages may be integrated into the main structure, 

detached or connected to the home through the use of a 
breezeway, patio, garden room or other similar 

elements. 

 
Garage design should include the following 

considerations. 

 Garages accessed from the public street shall 
be recessed from the house wall. Roll-up style 

garage doors are preferred in snow country. 

 All garage doors shall have a minimum 
overhead clearance of eight (8) feet. 

 Garage doors taller than nine (9) feet for 
accommodating recreational vehicles shall not 
be visible from the public roadway and are 

subject to review and approval by the DRB. 

 Garages may have a separate bay or double bay façade with separate garage doors. 

 Permanent basketball hoops mounted to the front garage door wall are not permitted. 

 Garage door lighting shall be appropriately styled, selected and located. No exterior mercury, 
vapor or florescent lights are permitted. 

 Rear located, four-car with tandem spaces and split-design are allowed as sites permit. 

 For garages with three garage doors, no more than two doors may exist on the same plane. The 
third door shall be offset by at least two (2) feet. 

 Tandem garages are preferred. 

 Garages with four or more garage doors shall not be visible from the public roadway. 

 Split and/or separate garage doors are encouraged. 

 All garages must be fully enclosed. 

 All garage doors, including those for vehicle or human use, shall be stained or painted the same 

principle color as the body of the structure. 

 Temporary (canvas) framed carports are not permitted. 

 Electric garage door openers and closers are required on primary use doors, and doors are 
expected to normally be closed. 

 A variety of garage entry conditions are encouraged: 

 Split garages (two and one, or two and two) with mid-entry to the house. 

 Deep garages with abundant amenities. 

 Side entry. 

 Tandem. 

 Rear homesite location. 

 Side entry. 

 

 

 

A variety of garage scenarios are possible. Ribbon drives 

are permitted. 
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• To ensure a low and proportional building profile from the street, the maximum garage plate 
height at the front yard or side yard setback shall be nine (9) feet from the finish pad elevation 
to the plate at the garage door. 

• Pull-through garages are permitted, subject to review and approval by the DRB. 
• Oversized doors, RVs and boats shall not be visible from the public roadway. 
• Oversized doors visible from adjoining property shall be screened with vegetative buffers. 

AUXILIARY STRUCTURES 
All auxiliary structures, including balconies, trellises, sun shades, and gazebos are to be designed in the 
selected architectural style(s) and shall be integral to the architectural form, finish, materials, stains and 
colors of  the house. All appurtenant improvements to the structure should be within the building 
envelope and are subject to DRB approval. All structures including boathouses, garages, dry storage 
garages and residences are required to observe the established setbacks by Planning Area. Railways or 
similar conveyances will not be permitted into the lake. 

DECKS AND RAILINGS 
All deck structures shall be architecturally 
compatible with the home in terms of structure, 
material and scale. Supports for decks shall be of 
structural members and materials that are equal in 
scale to structural elements of the home itself. 
Sensitivity to views of the underside of the structure 
is encouraged.  

COURTYARDS, TERRACES AND PATIOS 
Courtyards, terraces and patios shall be compatible 
with the terrain of the site and must not extend 
beyond the top of any slope. These must use 
materials, textures, patterns and other elements that 

are consistent with the home’s architectural style and colors. Patio structures such as trellises and gazebos 
may only be built within the building setback envelope.  They must be consistent with the architectural 
style of the home and be constructed of similar or compatible materials. 

BOAT GARAGES 
Permanent boat storage or structures upon or over the lake are not allowed except within Planning Area 
11.  

Structures like patios and decks allow full enjoyment of the 
Dover Bay environment. If attached, they must observe the 
established setbacks by Planning Area. 
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VOLUNTARY CONCEPTS:  
BUILT “GREEN”  
In keeping with the community plan, the founders of Dover Bay 
support the principles of building an environmentally sustainable 
community. We encourage residents and builders to “think green” 
when designing their Dover Bay homes. Building green homes means 
building in a sustainable manner that saves energy and water, uses 
fewer resources and improves indoor air quality. Green products 
include resource savers such as a low-flow faucets and showerheads 
and Energy Star qualified appliances. There are many options for green building materials. These include 
stains, adhesives and alternatives to composite wood cabinetry that reduce harmful and toxic chemicals. 
Green decking, insulation and concrete include recycled content, and green lumber has been salvaged 
from older buildings or harvested sustainably. Before designing your home, you may wish to visit your 
local bookstore or library for books and publications addressing green building and design. “Built Green” 
www.builtgreen.net is one program that supports this type of environmentally friendly building. 

ENERGY STAR 
The ENERGY STAR label is awarded to homes that have been independently verified to 
be up to 30 percent more efficient than state energy codes. These energy savings, based on 
heating, cooling and hot water use, are typically achieved through a combination of: 
 

• Tight duct systems. 

• Upgraded heating and air conditioning systems. 

• ENERGY STAR qualified windows. 

• Increased insulation. 

• High-efficiency water heating equipment. 
 
ENERGY STAR qualified appliances and lighting 
contribute to even more energy and dollar savings. These 
considerations often result in lower monthly energy bills, 
greater comfort and a quieter living environment. For more 
information, visit www.NorthwestENERGYSTAR.com. 

 
FENG SHUI 
When designing a home, we also encourage Dover Bay residents to consider concepts such as feng shui, 
the 5,000-year-old Chinese discipline that seeks to create harmony between humans and nature. 
Meaning “wind and water,” feng shui describes how colors, shapes, architecture, sound and placement of 
objects can affect our energy, relationships, health and success. According to feng shui, topographical 
features outside the home, such as the forms of hills and directions of watercourses, can affect chi or life 
energy, making these factors critical to consider when siting and designing a home. For more on this 
concept, consult your architect, the Internet or your library. 

Energy efficient living can be quiet and comfortable 
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REFERENCE BOOKS 
The following books may be useful in gathering design ideas and establishing the architectural style and 
character for the Dover Bay home(s) you are building. Monthly periodicals such as Sunset Magazine and 
Cabin Life Magazine are recommended as additional references. Material included in these texts is for 
reference only. Inclusion does not imply approval by the DRB of a style or design feature and is not 
intended to replace any section of these Design Guidelines. 
 

• The Bungalow, Paul Duchscherer  

• Cottage Style, Denise Caringer  

• The New Cottage Book, Jim Tolpin  

• The Cabin, Dale Mulfinger  

• Cabin Fever, Rachel Carley  

• The Timber Frame Home, Ted 
Benson  

• The Barn, Eric Endersby and 
Alexander Greenwood  

• The Barn Book, Kate Corbett Winder 

• Houses of the Hamptons, Paul 
Goldberger 

• Nantucket Style, Leslie Linsley  

• Porch Presence, Sally Fennell 
Robbins 

• The House on the Water, Robert 
Knight  

• Ski Style, Simon McBride and Alexander Black 

• Snow Country, Elizabeth Clair Flood 

• Historic Architecture of the West, Harvey Kaiser 

• Great Lodges of the West, Christine Barnes 

• Park and Recreation Structures, Albert N. Good 

• Landmarks in the Landscape, RB Kaiser 

• Country Kitchens, Jocasta Innes 

• Sunset Western Garden Book 

• Pocket Gardens, Janis Trulove 
 
 

Irregular rooflines and a widows watch add dimension and character 




